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To his Excellency the Lord Generall 
FAIRFAX, and his General Councel 
of WarKks. 


—— _— 


The humble Adwice and earneſt Defrres of certain 
wel. affefied Miniſters, LeGurers of Banbury 


and Brackley, 


=> Ay it pleafe your Excellency,and You, 
, tonoured Gentlemen, Whereas by 
> che bleſiing of God upon your un- 
s wearted endeavours, ſubduing the 
common enemy more then once, we 
werein a fair way of being reſtored to 
L029 OS Fe 4 lofig deſired enjoyment of our Re- 
ligion in purity, our Perſons and Eſtates in freedom ; 
we accept at all times, and this day acknowledg it with 
(wy; thankfulneſſe. Neverthelefle, wheh we compare 
the ſacred arid1olerhri Oaths of Allegeance and Supre- 
macy, by Statute Law, the Pfoteſtatioh and Nationall 
Covenant by authority of buth Houſes of Parliament 
Cobliging its to the Reformation of Religion; preſerva- 
' trot of H1# Majeſties Petfont arid juſt Power, the defence 
- of the PrivilRipes of Patliement and: Liberties of the 
"$Wb3EF) tertdered nat, pteſt upon; afid all ve _ ta. 
| A 2 en 


ken by us, and fo ut a part of this Kingdom : 
Together with ſome late Petitions, Declazations 
Repreſentations to'your Excellehcy Md the ul 
Conncel of War, and late 'Rgitjonſiranceto 1 
Commons of Exzland aſſembled in Parliament,and ſome 
proceedings therevpon, both in relation to his Majeſtie, 
and ſeverall Members of Parlia ent :. And wtthall, our 
own Station-and Commiſiion from Ovtl to be Watch- 
men and Seers to his people, to ſtandupan our Watch- 
tower and give warning either of approaching fin or ru- 
ine to the Nation : We cannot without wouuding our 
own.conlciences, and betraying the.truſt repated yup, 
fit down in filence ; butare conſtrained, with al] due re- 
ſpedts to your Excellency and your CbartelP fant we 
hope, without the lealt offence) to repreſtat and deſire 
as followeth. | 


Firſt, In reference 16 his Mazgſth 


That although we are not ignor@@@e 6 | Tan in 
the leaſt approve the profanation and Aþule of our ſo- 
lemn Covenant by the late unlawful! IApagement from 


Scotland; yet we cannot but repreſent tglypu, and mani- 
feſt tothe world our utter diſlent frompll proceedings 
againſt his Majeſties Crown and: LifeZ and that upon 
theſe enſuing grounds of Conſcience and Prudence. 

I. The ſacred Scripture (the onely unerring rule for 
all- undertakings) neither by precept, or precedent, or 
ether way doth warrant or countenance ſuch aQings of 
Subjets againſt their lawfull Soveraign : But this re- | 
maineth upon.divine Record, That when the ten Tribes 
forſook their King, they alſo forſook thejr God, and had 
neither a good King, nor ſcarcea good day afterwards. 
And-vur own-Chronicles do ſadly tell us ofa Deluge of 
bloud. and.calamitics. overflowing our Anceſtours _ 


( 
the Depoſition of £4y47d 2d ccod, and. Richard the 


# 
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Second, both Kings uf England. hella) Bart 
10a Qui kaybeoksGas we are taformed by Parliament 
BNA wha bat Wie larely acknowledged 
by your Remonſtrance) ſuppoſe the King can do no 
wrong; If ſo, then (as wee conggive) hee cannot by 
any, Wren Law forfeit his Crown and Life to his 
eople....: Sine er SDL” 
, 4 We have ſolemnly bound our ſelves by Oarhs and' 
Covenant (from which no Authority on earth can 
abſolve us) not to, prejudiec the Perſon, nor diminiſh 
the juſt Authority of the King, and therefore, wichout 
manifeſt perjury,.@s we conceive), we cannoe conſent: 
either to the Depaſition of his Majeſty, or the depriva- 
tion of his life, And here ;ve humbly preſent to your 
moſt ſerious conſideration Gods remarkable$ivenge 
upon the Houſe of Sau/, of the breach of Covenant 
- made by Foſbwah with: the Gibeonites ſome hundreds of 
eers before ; and that although the Scriptures tell us 
Aryg it out of his zeal to the Houſe of 1/+ae! and 
F TA 
Fourthly, The way of proceeding againſt his Maje- 
{tie will be 3 far from ole a Serrieniode ary 
beleeve, it will unvaoydably tend to.the ſcandal and ha- 
zard of Religion, and loſle of Liberty. 

x. In the judgement pf our,enemies : This will be 
thought to verifie thoſe foul aſperſions ſo often-abjured 
by the Parliament, us, and other their friends, that the- 
deſigne in our late juſt Defence, was the ruine of his- 
Majeſty, and the ſubverſion of Regal Government.: 

2. It will hazard Religion, by rendfing the Profeſſors 

ef it odious to the Comman Enemy without, by ſhaking: 
' the foundation of our Union with Scorland,and by making 
ar 


Os 


_ (6) 
an irreparable breach amoogft men of che ſame pious and | 
honeſt WS: _—.-:.4:" SS 
-/ 3s, As for Liberty, (ſo Sr & pode” #'Tanfioe 
be denied bur. uk bean inViration co forcaigh' Prinets 
to invade us; (their intereſt being the ſame: ) Andthe ra- 
ther,conſering the German-Peace ſo lately concluded, by 
means whereof they cannor butbe ſupplyed wirYAtmics 
of Mercinaries thac gape afcer ſuch an opportunity, = 

| But principally (we fear) this may give Life co the pre- 
ſent defign now on foot in Ireland ( whichyour and our 
Souls abhor) for the utter ruine of our Friends there, and 
ſpeedy invading of this Kingdom. 

And finally, that this rpay, tend to a peryucndl engige- 
ment of the three Kingdoms of England, Scotland, 'tnd Tre- 
land in blood, all being lo deeply incerefſed in the perſon 
ofthe King, and that ineyitably , becauſe che Prince of 
Wales (the Heir apparent tp,the Crows of all the three: 
Kingdoms) is now at liberty, .ahd' a{4y Probably be pro- 
claimed and crowned in Se#/and and 1fetand, and To nor 
likely to want powetto ſear him on his Fathers Throje 
here in England, yea,and that paſhbly without Conditions, 
co the utter ruiat of all clit, have adhered ro the Patlia- 
ment. | Þ 4 aut ls ah 

Fifthly, whereas it.is ſaid, That by his Majeſties depar- 
ting from his Parliament, ſetting up his Standard; and 
vying Wt againſt his People, they are abfolved from | 


rheir all a: Ye him, notwithftan ing che Oath4hefote | 


I I I OI I ON rs er mn — 


mentioned : We wel] renietdber that th&f"Daths, "tobe- 
cher with che Covenant, have been Conſtantly preſt: won 
ſeveral Members ofthe Parliamenr, and other Stibjedts im 
this Kingdom,to the Time of the Lite Tredry if tolfirte, 
and that notyithſtradiiig the” afbfefaid” PARIGMIANh 136 ve- 
charged againſt his Matelty, and therdforemuRt' heeds be 
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| 


® . 
. 
* RAS 
p 2 <_— i ——_ 
- "£7 _— — . 
- 


kc. 0 CIIEY 


UE lei tithe. at. al... ACE et Ds "gp 


(73 

eithe ;Bnd 02 Highipcophanarion of the. dreadfull 
name of God) or-elie obligarory. And wero.chey nov ſo 
jadped; aeknow Ao.comvindingreaion why:they ſhould 
be now:ſuſpended orqboliſhed; !As:/tb che: execution of 
Juſtice upots Delinquents covenantcd for, we proteſt thar 
rhe Dechroning or death of hivMajeſty, in. prolecution: of 
Jlſticez never:enrered. into our hearts: [The ſame: Cove- 
nant making ſpecial! providion for the: preſervation of. hs 
Majeſtiey Perſon; Honor and Avthorityyr | 

Stxchly andilaſtly, His Majeſty was nod raken in Barzail, 
bur having a Military power, and ſtrong Ganfong infiag- 
land, beſides forces in Sco:lardatid Jneband, did{being.umes+ 
ted and encouraged (as'we think). by teverall: joint Decla- 
Inn of _ — ot _ Kirg- 

oms, (promiGng fecurity-co his erfon) ſerverider 
himſelf Nr Armyof ct Boodireeioh Scorlaind, ! and -bv 
chem was dolivexed ro the Cormmiſſooers:.of: the Pablia-; 
meet:of Bnglaydupoiiexprefs pramiſe: (a3: we aro-infor-: 
med) that no'vidlence ſhould be offered roi. his. Penfony. 
and farther, whin/His Majeſty: went-from! Hampeon: Court, 
we fuppoſeihim ar Liberty co have gonefor £cor/iradon Ire 
land,burin the torementioned confidence m Parliamemneary 
Declarations}:and-rhe) reallicy of the Armies intencions 
rowards him,(for wearetgnorantof other fuffictent cauſe): 
he voluntarily berook himfelf ro. the Ifle of Wight, ther 
m FUNFPHwars 4 F< 
Secondly, we declart in reference to the Parliament, and 
 Priwiledges thereof, 

Thar calling fo minde his Majeſties atrempt to felz up- 
on the five Members, which was declared by the Parlta- 
ment, and acknowledged by the King himfelf' a breach of 
Priviledg, and withall the Ordinance of Parliament _ 

the 


the 20 of: Augaſt; 1647- £2 eparidg the catcceliitzabed, ab» 
ſehce of Pon_.7 ris x h_ Hotlfexy byDifimat: 


che 6rrid Gorge upoa them;to nn ior os þ 
gun anars andvold allyotes' Paſſed! -nrbuibor ar 
ther Houſe of Parliament, from the'26 of Faly; to their! 
return Avguft. 6}; we candot but conceive the (lin dod 
ſcchadingof divefs Members «(many of thera berg well] 
. known tous vo ber faithful Patriots, and tivgaihxonk 
dent) have not apoſtatized tothe contfary patty) fobe 
a breach of Privitedge of Parliirhent', winch in out Co- 
venant:weare {worn in our. places to defend ; and do 
therefore crave leave. tb Uiflent. wo Pu ON bu 
. ..2: | Thirdly,  Wedrelat inirefowenct to Rag 9 
' -- That alttiough ourſfoutes kbhorr thar grand deſigne of: 
the Devill and his Agerits, ro decry all eeligiuus and zea- 
| lous! profefiors, the-name of Seftaries and Inde- 
ts. (andalthouYi wedd willingly grafitand/hear-. 
tity. 'defire thae che' mrereft ofrall Gugly' ard honeſt 
men-may be carefully provided'for, endl t4hus 
is conſiſtent. with the:word of God, our. Covenant ahd 
publique Peace, and rhat 'men of ditferent apprehedb- 
ons matrers of leſs importance, may nor therofart\be' 
rendred'utterly uncapabl.- of 'all- Offices of -power and 
truſt; yer conſidering of whar dangerous conſequence'an 
univerſal Tolerattvriin matter of Religion, ſomuch }a- 
boured after in the beginniog of Reformation. by .the 
Jeſuitical party, muſt reeds prove to Church and State; 
we preſume timouſ]y.co declare, Thatſuch a\Foleration 
1s no way conſonant to the Word of God, and 1s repug- 
nant to our National Covenant. 

Andinoiy baviog hereis according to our conſciences 
ſo fully and freely diſcharged our duties.to God.and.the. 
Kingdom, - and as much as in uslyeth, freed our ſelves 

from 


from the guilt of the blood, miſery and ruine that threa. 
ten us and the whole Kingdom, if not timely prevented: 
We molt humbly deſire as followeth : 


Firſt, that your Excellency will be pleaſed (for the 
more ſpeedy ſettlement of the true Proteſtant Reli- 
gion and publique peace of the Kingdom, to improve 

our utmoſt, That the impriſoned and ſecluded Mem- 
born that cannot juſtly be charged for betraying their 
Truſt, may be forthwith reſtored ; and* ſuch as ſhall 
be charged tobe tryed by Parliament, according to 
their Priviledg. 

Secondly, that weighing in a juſt balance the rea- 
ſons before alledged , with many more that may be 
added in relation to his Majeſty , we humbly deſire 
your Excellency will be pleaſed by all lawfull means 
toendevour the ſuſpending of all proceedings againſt 
his Majeſties Crown and Life, untill advice bad (in 
point of Conſcience) with the Reverend Afﬀembly 
of Divines, and the Church of Scotland, touching 
the ſeverall Oaths that lye both upon us and them, 
and in point of prudence, with the Kingdom of 
Scotland, who are jointly concerned with us in his 
Majeſty. * 

Thirdly,and laſtly, rhat you will endeavour a right 
underſtanding, a good. correſpondence and muruall 
confidence berween King, Parliament, City, Army, 
and all the well-affeQed perſons of the Kingdom, as al- 
ſo between the two Kingdoms of England and Scot- 
land, thereby to fruſtrate the great expeQatiofs of the 
Popiphh arty, who are high in ther hopes, by reaſon 
of- out prefent fad diviſions and ditrations promifing 
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rothemſelves (and Ro 6! to declare it) a greater 
advantage tothem and their Religion.now, then if the | 
King had prevailed by an abſolute. Conqueſt. As alſo 
ro haſten relief ro our poor Brethren in bl-eding and 
aſping Ireland, for whom England hath kepr the 
olemn monethly Faſt, near ſeven years together. 

But (to draw cowards a concluſion) we do here ſo- 
lemnly profeſſ, That it is not the leaſt receding from our 
firſtſound principles uponwhich eitherwith our perſons, 
prayers,purſes, or al we engaged with the Parliament in 
the firſt and ſecond warznor our own intereſt in Church 
p.rrimony or power, (God will provide) or indeed 
any other byaſs of ſelt-ends, or :reſpets wharſovever, 
did move usthus to declare our ſelves, but the meer 
Conſcience of the many Oaths of God, in which the 
Parliament, You, We, and the rug wo of the wel- 
affcaed in the Kingdom indiſpentably ſtand bound be- 
fore God, Angels and Men, That we deſire ro waſh 
vur hands, as from the blood of all men, ſo efpecially 
of our dread Soveraign ;. and to approve our ſelves in- 
nocenr of all that blogd and mibery the depoſing and 
taking away his Majeſtigs life, . will ( in our apprehen- 
fion) involve us, our poſterity,,.and all men profeſſing 
godlineſs in the three Kingdoms in. We doe there- 
fore from our ſoul beſeech_ and importune you, and 
every one of you, as Men, Gentlemen, and Chriſtian 
Souldiers, by all that is or can be dear to good men, as 
you defire to render a good account of your ations ar 
the great Day to the righteous Judg of heaven & earth, 
That you will forbear doing ought in the premiſes, 
which may wound the conſcience, or-peirce the hearts 
of any of Gods people (who arcall alike with you, or 
| any 


ir) 

any of you, precious to Sf asthe apple of his eye) which 
may rend and tear the bowels of this your and our native 
Country,and occaſion the common Enemy tp blaſpheme 
the Majeſty, Truth and Cauſe of our Godand your Gud: 
And further to contribute the utmoſt skil, ſtudy and en- 
deavours of you and every of you in your proper places, 
(and the great Counſellour and mighty God dire you 
all) to remove ours and the Kingdoms fears, to remedie 
the preſent abounding diſtempers, - and .preſent. and 
univerſall deſtruction ; That we and the generations to 
come may riſe up andcall you bleſſed, and ſgeminenta 
Preſervation of the Kingdom ttrſuch an extremity, may 
be had in everlaſting femembratice. | 


Zach. Breedon Miniſter of Cratov. 
William Palmer Maniſter of ? TR 
Foſoas Bunn Miniſter of Twrry-Weſton. | 
Fohn Hoffman Miniſter of Wonon. - 
Thomes Harris Mmilter of Bratkley, 
Robert Harris Miniſter of Shalften. los. 
Edward whirley Maier of Sreeple. Aſton,” 
Fohu Cave Miniſter'0 Middliton- Chypie. 
Samuel Welles Miniſter of Banbury. 
Edward Archer Miniſter of Semmertes. 
.- Robert Wilde Miniſter of Ayzenbo. 
Tho: Hotdges, Miniſter of Seulders, © - 
Richard White Minifter of Pignos. 
Stephen Sedgwick Miniſter of Tinſwick, 
Ofevl Whately Miniſter of Tad- Martgs. p 
» Eyre Miniſter of Laorenco- Ma 


Timauby Perkins Miniſter of Eventy:. 
Samſon Smart Miniſter of jGritwerth. 
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ANNAN EE ANARNNE 
Roevereiid, and Worthy in the Lord, 


7x | A breaches which now for ſome time have, and ſtill are 
A ma hoſe publick Endearments to us,( viz.) Religion, 


our King and Parliament, do ſorely preſſe us,and wound us deeply ; 
What ſhall we do 2 Wecannar keep (ilthce, we darenot ; if we 
ſhould; vur Confciences would not. Great are our fears, bur great- 
er are'6ur dives; for the -performance of which, we have trampled 
down all ourfears, and through Gods mercy have met together, and 
ron pra keaxt L_ Moice to owenthe you of God pon 
vs, and acrprding £2. tear obligation, (afwe cap do np more 

at leaft to deliver our own ſouls: In 00 en wp a 1 


others of our Brethren have choſen and ſent up our Brethreg, Mr. 
Sawnel Welles Miniſter of Banbwry,. and Mr. John Bayly Mini 
of Frenckford, to wai you at Loxgdx': whoſe La 


very thing alſo, ac 'the th and zealFi 
hear of, and rej ip for you, that they 
rainin the Lord : They mbyou with our Hemble Advice | 
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